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first and so forth. This is unpersuasive.
Nothing in the real world is perfect. If the
U.S. Navy had refused to buy any weapon un-
less it worked perfectly every time, we would
have bought nothing and now would be dis-
armed. The question is not how this treaty
compares with perfection. The question is
not how this treaty compares with perfec-
tion. The question is how U.S. ratification
compares with its absence.

If we refuse to ratify, some governments
will use our refusal as an excuse to keep
their chemical weapons. Worldwide avail-
ability of chemical weapons will be higher,
and we will know less about other countries’
chemical activities. The diplomatic credibil-
ity of our threat of retaliation against any-
one who uses chemical weapons on our
troops will be undermined by our lack of
‘‘clean hands.’’ At the bottom line, our fail-
ure to ratify will substantially increase the
risk of a chemical attack against American
service personnel.

If such attack occurs, the news reports of
its victims in our military hospitals will of
course produce rapid ratification of the trea-
ty and rapid replacement of senators who en-
abled the horror by opposing ratification.
But for the victims, it will be too late.

Every man and woman who puts on a U.S.
military uniform faces possible injury or
death in the national interest. They don’t
complain; risk is part of their job descrip-
tion. But it is also part of the job description
of every U.S. senator to see that this risk
not be increased unnecessarily.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, late last month,
the dedicated and courageous Colombian Na-
tional Police elite antidrug unit DANTI raided a
major cocaine processing laboratory in south-
east Colombia. They made a startling find on
that raid by uncovering a cocaine processing
laboratory capable of producing more than 1
ton a day of deadly cocaine. Not many years
ago, we used to talk in terms of kilos of co-
caine seized, now we are talking in terms of
tons per day. The drug threat grows more se-
rious and challenging for all of us, both here
and abroad.

Nearly 8 tons of cocaine already processed
and ready to be shipped to our streets and
communities was also seized that day. The
destruction of the lab was a major blow to the
drug cartels and their narco guerrilla allies in
Colombia. Now, fewer American kids will be
exposed to these drugs, due to high prices
and less available cocaine from this police ac-
tion in southeast Colombia last month. We all
owe them a debt of gratitude.

On January 31, 1997, the Miami Herald re-
ported the commanding Colombian National
Police General’s account of this impressive
and historymaking major counternarcotics raid
that, ‘‘Police swooping into the complex
aboard six helicopters and an aircraft over-
heard drug traffickers frantically calling via
two-way radios for leftist guerrillas to shoot
down the mosquitos.’’

Those mosquitos the guerrillas wanted shot
down were excess U.S. Army Huey heli-
copters, several of which had recently been
delivered by the United States Government to

Colombia. The helicopters were provided to
the police only after endless prodding and re-
quests by myself and Representative DAN
BURTON. We have long been concerned that
the administration was neglecting our allies
like the DANTI in the war on drugs in Colom-
bia.

I was extremely proud to have one of these
helicopters named Big Ben by the Colombian
police. I am sure Mr. BURTON is also equally
as proud of the chopper named Dangerous
Dan by the Colombian National Police for his
efforts in helping the DANTI take the law en-
forcement fight to the drug traffickers at its
very source, before this scourge hits our
streets and helps destroy our youth and com-
munities.

These courageous police officers who dealt
a severe blow to the drug trade in that raid not
long ago in southeast Colombia, and their
many other operations and eradication efforts,
are constantly under fire from better armed
traffickers on these missions. They have lost
3,500 police officers in the last 10 years in our
common struggle against drugs and the drug
trade.

We must continue our efforts to support
these dedicated, courageous police officers
with our helicopters, miniguns, spare parts and
other necessary equipment to do the job. To-
gether, we must rid both of our nations of
those who would traffick in illicit drugs, which
poison not only our youth, but our democratic
institutions and very way of life.
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Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing legislation which congratulates the
government and people of Guatemala for the
extraordinary peace accords signed recently
between the Government and the Unidad
Revolucionaria National Guatemala [URNG].

With the signing of the accords on Decem-
ber 29, 1996, 36 years of civil strife ended and
Guatemala embarked on a new era of rec-
onciliation, reconstruction, democratization,
and economic development.

The peace process, which culminated in the
accords, was a comprehensive effort involving
all sectors of the country. The development of
the actual agreements took 11 years of tough
negotiation and include some far reaching re-
forms of the political, economic, social, and ju-
dicial system in Guatemala.

Lasting peace in Guatemala is not only ben-
eficial to the people of that nation, but it is in
the best interest of all of the nations of the
hemisphere, including the United States.

My resolution congratulates the government
of President Alvaro Arzu for his efforts in ne-
gotiating a final end to the hostilities. It recog-
nizes the commitment of the UNRG to end the
warfare and to resolve their differences within
the political arena. And, it commends all of the
people of Guatemala for their strong commit-
ment to democratic principles and social jus-
tice for all.
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Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Holmes Regional Medical
Center which recently received the American
Hospital Association’s prestigious NOVA
award on January 27, 1997. Holmes Regional
Medical Center is very deserving of this great
honor for its strong commitment to providing
quality health care to needy residents in
Brevard County, FL. Through its HOPE pro-
gram, Holmes serves the needy in our com-
munity whose medical needs might otherwise
go untreated. HOPE serves as a model pro-
gram for hospitals across the United States.

Holmes is one of only five recipients across
the United States and the only recipient from
the State of Florida that received this year’s
NOVA award. Those who have dedicated
themselves to ensuring HOPE’s success de-
serve this honor for their commitment to in-
creasing community health, expanding serv-
ices, managing limited resources, and building
community trust among the residents of
Brevard County, FL.

HOPE’s medical expertise and compas-
sionate care are commendable. Their concern
for and commitment to the welfare of the most
needy in our community is apparent in their
focus on health, outreach, prevention, and
education. This is especially evident in
HOPE’s practice of providing free medical
treatment to those without health insurance,
Medicare, or other health care coverage. In
addition to serving more than 5,000 adults a
year, HOPE meets the needs of over 500 chil-
dren on a daily basis. This is highly commend-
able and should be an example to all.

As a physician who has treated some of
these same patient needs in our community, I
know HOPE’s unique approach in bringing
various community agencies together to estab-
lish a multi-agency program for children with
disabilities has had a powerful impact on our
community. The program teaches and encour-
ages intervention, and provides support to par-
ents with children with disabilities by providing
them with expert knowledge and services from
community specialists. This is just one exam-
ple of how HOPE is serving our community.

HOPE’s commitment to serving and provid-
ing quality, low-cost, compassionate care to
the needy is inspiring. We, in Brevard County,
are grateful for the way in which Holmes Re-
gional Medical Center’s HOPE program has
served the people of our county. HOPE has
brought true hope to many of our friends and
neighbors.
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Mr. POSHARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a truly remarkable accomplishment. On
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